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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Page 5-6, paragraph [0019], line 4, change "includes" to include. 

b. Page 7, paragraph [0026], line 2, refers to "service provider 104." It appears 
applicant intended service provider 102. 

c. Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign mentioned in the description: 208 (page 

3. paragraph [001 1], line 5). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Application/Control Number: 10/812,114 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2626 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-12, 15-21, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Blanchard (U.S. Patent Publication 2002/0124266). 

a. In regards to Claim 1 , Blanchard discloses a method for processing system 
messages including data at an electronic device having at least a full power mode and a 
low power mode, the electronic device including device circuitry that is in a powered up 
state in the full power mode and in a powered down state in the low power mode, the 
method comprising the steps of (Abstract): 

receiving at least one system message including data for processing by the 
electronic device while the electronic device is in the low power mode (Abstract, lines 4- 
5); 

generating a message available indicator responsive to the at least one system 
message (Abstract, lines 5-8); 

generating a process message signal responsive to at least one of (i) the 
message available indicator and (ii) the data of the at least one system message (page 
2, paragraph [0028], lines 1-4); 
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transitioning the device circuitry within the electronic device from the powered 
down state to the powered up state responsive to the process message signal (page 2, 
paragraph [0028], lines 4-8); and 

processing the data of the at least one system message using the device circuitry 
in the powered up state (It is inherit that the externally generated information received 
(e.g. software downloads for system maintenance and such) be processed, page 1 , 
paragraph [0009], lines 1-4.). 

b. In regards to Claim 2, Blanchard discloses a method for transitioning the 
device circuitry from the powered up state to the powered down state after processing 
the data of the at least one system message (page 3, paragraph [0031], lines 1-10). 

c. In regards to Claim 3, a method for "determining if additional system 
messages including data are received during the processing of the data of the at least 
one system message; 

wherein said processing step further comprises processing the data of each of 
the additional system messages prior to transitioning from the powered up state to the 
powered down state" is inherit in Blanchard's disclosure. 

Blanchard's invention would continue to cycle through the process until all 
messages downloaded and processed (Figure 3, elements 350 and 380; Figure 5, 
elements 560 and 590; page 3, paragraphs [0039-0040]; and page 5, paragraphs 
[0065-0066]). 
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d. In regards to Claim 4, Blanchard discloses a method wherein the at least one 
system message is received via message circuitry and wherein the step of generating 
the message available indicator comprises the steps of: 

polling the message circuitry for the at least one message (page 2, paragraph 
[0028], lines 1-4); and 

generating the message available indicator responsive to polling the message 
circuitry if the at least one message is available (page 2, paragraph [0028], lines 1-8). 

e. In regards to Claim 5, Blanchard discloses a method wherein the at least one 
system message is received via message circuitry and wherein the message available 
indicator is an interrupt generated by the message circuitry responsive to the at least 
one system message (page 2, paragraph [0027], lines 1-6), lines 1-6). 

f. In regards to Claim 7, Blanchard discloses a method wherein the step of 
generating the process message signal comprises the steps of: 

identifying one or more of the at least one system messages including data 
containing new information; and 

generating the process message signal responsive to the new information 
system message data; 

wherein system messages including data without new information are discarded 
(page 3, paragraph [0030], lines 1-10). 

g. In regards to Claims 8-9, they have been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 1 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 
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h. In regards to Claim 10, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 2 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 

i. In regards to Claim 1 1 , it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 4 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 

j. In regards to Claim 12, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 5 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 

k. In regards to Claim 15, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 7 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 

I. In regards to Claim 16, Blanchard discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
electronic device is a television receiver (Figure 1, element 120). 

m. In regards to Claim 17, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 1 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

n. In regards to Claim 18, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 2 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

o. In regards to Claim 19, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 3 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

p. In regards to Claim 20, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 4 because the scope of the claims are similar. 
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q. In regards to Claim 21 , it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 5 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

r. In regards to Claim 23, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 7 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6, 13-14, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Blanchard as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Jerding et al. U.S. Patent Publication 2005/0172326. 

a. In regards to Claim 6, Blanchard discloses a method for generating a 
message signal. However, Blanchard does not disclose a method for prioritization of 
system messages or storing lower level system messages for later processing. Jerding 
discloses a system and method for "identifying a priority level for the data of each of the 
at least one system messages; and generating the process message signal responsive 
to system message data having a first priority level; wherein system messages including 
data having a second priority level are stored for processing when the electronic device 
enters the full power mode (page 1 , paragraph [0008], lines 1-7 and page 7, paragraph 
[0060], lines 1-7)." Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Blanchard and 
Jerding to prioritize system messages and store lower level system messages for later 
processing. Incorporating prioritization and storage features would allow the invention 
to immediately process emergency action type messages and process less critical 
information at a later time. 

b. In regards to Claim 13, Blanchard discloses a method and device for 
permitting a set-top box to operate in a low power mode. However, Blanchard does not 
disclose a device with memory coupled to a processor. Jerding discloses a system 
comprising of a memory configured to store at least a portion of the at least one system 
message; and a processor coupled to the memory, the processor configured to 
generate the process message signal responsive to a predefined portion of the memory 
being filled by the at least one system message (FIG. 2, elements 24 and 29). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Blanchard and Jerding to include 
memory coupled to a processor in an apparatus in order to store system messages and 
generate a process message. The combined teachings would enable the invention to 
implement a prioritizing process by holding the lower priority messages for the 
processor to process at a later time. 

c. In regards to Claim 14, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 6 above because the scope of the claims are 
similar. 
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d. In regards to Claim 22, it has been analyzed and rejected for the same 
reasons set forth in the rejection of Claim 6 because the scope of the claims are similar. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. U.S. Patent No. 5,121 ,430 to Ganzer et al. discloses an alerting system 
capable of activating an alarm devices connected to the receiver. 

b. U.S. Patent No. 5,659,366 to Kerman discloses a television receiver 
notification system which alerts the television owner of the occurrence of an event 
through the use of a notification signal that occurs whether the television is in its normal 
mode (turned on) or is in a standby mode (turned off). 

c. U.S. Patent No. 6,285,406 to Brusky discloses an invention related to a power 
management system for personal computer/television. 

d. U.S. Patent No. 6,337,719 to Cuccia discloses a receiving apparatus adapted 
to perform the scanning when the receiver is not in use or when the apparatus is 
performing a function which does not involve the receiver. 

e. U.S. Patent No. 6,690,655 to Miner et al. discloses a communication system 
with devices capable of operating in one of two operating modes: a low power, standby 
mode and a high power, active mode. 
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f. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0078388, Wickham discloses an invention 
related in general to power management in a computing device for remotely initiating 
power revival in a computing device for delivery of information. 

g. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0147994, Kessler et al. discloses 
architecture for a set-top box that reduces memory requirements to effect a decrease in 
manufacturing costs. 

h. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0152473, Unger discloses a system 
capable of operating in a power-saving standby mode while retaining the ability to 
receive broadcast program, software, and firmware updates. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LORENZO C. ARAGON whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3727. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 1 0:00 PM M-F, 
EST. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Lorenzo C. Aragon/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4157 
/ABUL K. AZAD/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



